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Abstract
Great research is wasted unless you can communicate your ideas to others. The two principal ways researchers do so
are by writing papers, and by giving research talks. Nevertheless, many papers and talks, even by well-established
researchers, are amazingly poorly presented. There are many simple things that everyone can do to improve talks and
papers, regardless of whether you are a natural speaker or a fluent writer.
In these two linked talks, I will try to abstract lessons from my own experience of writing about and presenting
research, in the hope that they may be of use to you. I expect that some members of the audience will also be
experienced researchers, with good ideas of their own. Nothing would delight me more than to move from
presentation into two-way discussion – so please come prepared to make your own contribution.

Bio
Simon Peyton Jones, MA, MBCS, CEng, graduated from Trinity College Cambridge in 1980. After two years in industry,
he spent seven years as a lecturer at University College London, and nine years as a professor at the Computing
Science Department at Glasgow University, before moving to Microsoft Research in Cambridge, England in 1998.
His main research interest is in functional programming languages, their implementation, and their application. He has
led a succession of research projects focused around the design and implementation of production-quality functionallanguage systems for both uniprocessors and parallel machines. He was a key contributor to the design of the nowstandard functional language Haskell, and is the lead designer of the widely-used Glasgow Haskell Compiler (GHC). He
has written two textbooks about the implementation of functional languages. He co-supervises a number of PhD
students at the Cambridge University Computer Lab. Simon Peyton Jones has co-authored the article ‘How to give a
good research talk’ ACM SIGPLAN Notices, Volume 28 Issue 11, 1993.
His home page is at http://research.microsoft.com/~simonpj
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